FOREWORD

THIS is not an "official" life of Ramsay MacDonald.
Such a definitive book may one day, I hope, be written
by his son, my friend, Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, the
present Secretary of State for the Colonies. But in the
meantime there seems to be a need for an attempt to
recount and interpret a career which has perhaps been
more thoroughly, and indeed sometimes more deliber-
ately, misunderstood than any in our recent political
history. While I was writing this volume, I occasionally
amused myself by asking some intelligent member of
the public what he, or she, supposed to have been
MacDonaid's attitude during the war of 1914 to 1918.
Without a single exception, I found, they believed that
he had been a pacifist. Nor are misconceptions of this
sort confined to the general public, as any reader of Mr.
Lloyd George's War Memoirs may verify for himself.

In due course, when MacDonaid's whole career can
be seen in perspective, it will be realised, I believe, how
potent and how salutary was his influence on the course
of our history. The present volume carries the story
down to the Peace of Versailles. It contains an account
of his Spartan boyhood and his rise, against the heaviest
odds, to political influence. We see MacDonaid's genius
for moderation shaping the early British Labour Party,
an uneasy amalgamation of Trade Unions and Socialist
Societies, into what in due course was to become a
powerful instrument for progress and stability. There
follows his lonely and desperate struggle throughout the
war, not to hamper the national effort, but to ensure a
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